Early Notice and Public Review of a Proposed Activity
in a FEMA Designated Floodplain

Date: December 23rd, 2025

To: All interested Agencies, Groups and Individuals

[bookmark: _Hlk164091955][bookmark: _Hlk161659975]This is to give notice that the Department for Local Government (DLG) has determined that the following proposed action under the KY Community Development Block Grant-Recovery Housing Program (CDBG-RHP) is partially located in the 100-year floodplain indicated by the FEMA Flood Map Service Center. Additionally, DLG will be identifying and evaluating practicable alternatives to locating the action within the floodplain and the potential impacts the floodplain may have on the proposed action, as required by Executive Order 11988, in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 in Subpart C Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. The proposed project is located at 1616 Rockcastle Road, Inez, Kentucky 41224. 

The Thrive CDBG-RHP Transitional Housing Project will involve acquiring approximately 253 acres. Of the project area, 4.61 acres are determined to intersect with the FEMA Flood Map 100-year floodplain. The land to be acquired includes a pre-existing single-family home for rehabilitation and additional project activities include developing up to two single-family residential homes. In total, the homes will serve up to 14 individuals. Per the FEMA Flood Map, the project site borders a Special Flood Hazard Area to the north and west of the project site. The northern and western portion of the project site in the FEMA 100-year floodplain includes an access road. The proposed activities that will occur in the 100-year floodplain include raising the access road and constructing resident parking. At this time, no homes are planned to be constructed in the 100-year floodplain. If it is determined that any of the homes must be in the FEMA floodplain, they will be elevated to meet or exceed the 500-year floodplain elevation (Base Flood Elevation plus two feet). Local emergency management officials will be consulted to determine an evacuation plan for individuals residing in the proposed project location if a flooding event were to occur. If underground utility work is found to be necessary, and if that work intersects with a stream or wetland, project engineers will design and utilize directional boring methods to eliminate potential risk to streams or wetlands. 

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities in floodplain and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas. Commenters are encouraged to offer alternative sites outside of the floodplain, alternative methods to serve the same project purpose, and methods to minimize and mitigate project impacts on the floodplain. Second, an adequate public notice program can be an important public educational tool. The dissemination of information and request for public comment about floodplain can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks and impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in floodplain, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

Written comments must be received by the Department for Local Government at the following address on or before January 12th, 2026: Department for Local Government, 100 Airport Road, 3rd Floor, Frankfort, KY 40601 and 502-892-3469, Attention: Jennifer Peters. A full description of the project may also be reviewed from 9am to 4pm at 100 Airport Road, 3rd Floor, Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments may also be submitted via email to Jennifer Peters at jennifer.peters@ky.gov.
